THE   COUP   D'ETAT

within fifteen minutes, or that otherwise they would
fire on them. It appeared that the Red Ships did not
obey this, and some fled, according to the radio
transmitter. In the Port, nearly the whole of the Red
Fleet was concentrated, and among them the Cruisers
Libertad, Miguel de Cervantes, torpedo destroyers
Churruca, Ulloa, Mende-Nunez, Alsedo, Antequera,
Lepanto, Miranda, Valdes, and Alcala Galiano, ten
submarines and several auxiliary ships.

"In a counter-attack the Republicans re-captured
the broadcasting station. At eleven-thirty it was
already in their hands. At twelve-thirty the trans-
mitter stated again that a struggle with bloodshed was
continuing in Cartagena and the surrounding
districts. Afterwards, it called to the Fleet to remain
loyal to the Republicans."

This story sent out by Radio Bilbao represents a most
tendentious account of what happened, since it states that
the Navy rose against the Republican Government and let
it be understood that they did so in favour of the
Nationalists. Nothing could have been further from the
truth. The Navy mutinied to put itself at the orders
of the National Council of Defence which had been
constituted that night. It is sufficient to read with
detachment the story which I have just transcribed as
given out by the Fascists' Radio, to realise that up to a
certain point the audacious coup of the Nationalists
prospered on account of the state of confusion which had
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